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CME Activity: Colon Cancer Among 
Older Adults

To obtain credit, you should first read the journal article. 
After reading the article, you should be able to answer the 
following, related, multiple-choice questions. To complete 
the questions (with a minimum 70% passing score) and earn 
continuing medical education (CME) credit, please go to 
www.medscape.org/journal/jnccn.

Credit cannot be obtained for tests completed on paper, 
although you may use the worksheet below to keep a record 
of your answers. You must be a registered user on Medscape.
org. If you are not registered on Medscape.org, please click on 
the New Users: Free Registration link on the left hand side of 
the website to register.

Only one answer is correct for each question. Once you 
successfully answer all post-test questions you will be able 

to view and/or print your certificate. For questions regard-
ing the content of this activity, contact the accredited pro-
vider, CME@medscape.net. For technical assistance, contact 
CME@webmd.net.

American Medical Association’s Physician’s Recogni-
tion Award (AMA PRA) credits are accepted in the U.S. 
as evidence of participation in CME activities. For further 
information on this award, please refer to http://www.ama-
assn.org/ama/pub/category/2922.html. The AMA has deter-
mined that physicians not licensed in the U.S. who partici-
pate in this CME activity are eligible for AMA PRA Category 
1 Credits™. Through agreements that the AMA has made 
with agencies in some countries, AMA PRA credit may be 
acceptable as evidence of participation in CME activities. If 
you are not licensed in the U.S., please complete the ques-
tions online, print the AMA PRA CME credit certificate, 
and present it to your national medical association for review.

1. The activity supported the learning objectives.
 Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
 1 2 3 4 5

2. The material was organized clearly for learning 
to occur.

 Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
 1 2 3 4 5

3. The content learned from this activity will 
impact my practice.

 Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
 1 2 3 4 5

4. The activity was presented objectively and free 
of commercial bias.

 Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
 1 2 3 4 5

Activity Evaluation

To obtain credit, visit Medscape online at http://www.medscapecme.org/journal/jnccn.

1. Your patient is a 75-year-old, otherwise healthy woman 
who was recently diagnosed with stage III colon can-
cer. On the basis of the current review by Dotan and 
colleagues, what can you tell this patient regarding her 
treatment and prognosis?
A. Older adults with colon cancer have no difference 

in life expectancy compared with younger adults
B. Chronic disease has no effect on the risk for mortal- Chronic disease has no effect on the risk for mortal-Chronic disease has no effect on the risk for mortal-

ity related to colon cancer 
C. In general, patient functional status should not be 

part of the decision about how to treat colon cancer
D. She is less likely to receive adjuvant chemotherapy 

for her cancer compared with a younger patient
2. The patient undergoes surgical resection. What should 

you consider regarding adjuvant treatment with 5- 
fluorouracil for this patient?
A. Adjuvant treatment with 5-fluorouracil promotes a 

dramatic increase in the risk for adverse events in 
older vs. younger adults

B. Treatment for 5–7 months may improve cancer-specif- Treatment for 5–7 months may improve cancer-specif-Treatment for 5–7 months may improve cancer-specif-
ic mortality compared with treatment for 1–2 months

C. 5-fluorouracil improves survival to a higher degree 

among older vs younger adults 
D. 5-fluorouracil is associated with a lower risk for  

leukopenia among older vs younger adults
3. What else should you consider regarding adjuvant treat- What else should you consider regarding adjuvant treat-What else should you consider regarding adjuvant treat-

ment for this patient?
A. Bevacizumab can improve survival outcomes
B.  Oxaliplatin has emerged as the adjuvant treatment 

of choice 
C. Older adults should not receive intermittent com- Older adults should not receive intermittent com-Older adults should not receive intermittent com-

bination chemotherapy
D. Biologic agents are generally unsafe to use among 

older adults
4. The patient enters remission after treatment. What 

should you consider regarding cancer surveillance for 
this patient?
A. Older age has no effect on the rate of intensive  

surveillance
B.  A higher number of comorbidities has no effect on 

the rate of intensive surveillance
C. She should receive intensive surveillance, even if 

she develops other major medical illness
D. Intensive surveillance can improve overall survival


