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T

he treatment of hematologic malignancies continues to be increasingly complex as a result of the rapid pace and number of advances in understanding
the biology and treatment of these disorders. In mid-October, NCCN conducted
the NCCN 2021 Virtual Congress: Hematologic Malignancies, a 3-day live virtual
congress that addressed the latest in therapeutic advances, updates to the NCCN
Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines), and treatment
debates across the broad spectrum of blood cancers. Designed to meet the needs
of the full interprofessional care team, including physicians, nurse practitioners,
nurses, physician assistants, pharmacists, and other healthcare professionals who
manage the care of patients with hematologic malignancies, the congress incorporated interactive polling and moderator-facilitated Q&A sessions.
As with last year, the virtual format provided opportunities for participants to
engage with faculty in real time, and also included an online exhibit hall and breakout rooms for networking with colleagues. This special issue of JNCCN presents
select highlights of the proceedings.
The Virtual Congress was co-chaired by Ranjana H. Advani, MD, Stanford Cancer
Institute, and Andrew D. Zelenetz, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, and included important and timely topics such as “Mutational Landscape in Myeloproliferative Neoplasms: Implications on Prognosis and Clinical Management,”
“Optimizing First-Line Therapy for Advanced-Stage Classic Hodgkin Lymphoma,”
and “Updates in the Management of Early-Stage Diffuse Large B-Cell Lymphoma.”
Additional sessions focused on updates in the management of relapsed/refractory mantle call lymphoma, optimizing therapy for relapsed/refractory diffuse large
B-cell lymphoma, whether minimal residual disease assessment in chronic lymphocytic leukemia/small lymphocytic lymphoma is ready for routine clinical practice,
optimizing treatment approaches for chronic lymphocytic leukemia/small lymphocytic lymphoma, maneuvering the complex web of treatment options for relapsed/
refractory multiple myeloma, and how many drugs are enough in newly diagnosed
multiple myeloma, among others.
The presentations reviewed here provide essential new information on how to
achieve the best outcomes for patients, and also provide a deeper understanding
of the strong evidence that supports recommendations found in the NCCN Guidelines. More than 500 attendees participated throughout the live event, and by the
end of 2021, all continuing education session recordings will be available through
the NCCN Continuing Education Portal at education.nccn.org/hem2021.
This congress is just one of NCCN’s educational events and programs that have
continued despite the pandemic. For more information about educational opportunities, such as the upcoming NCCN 2022 Annual Conference (currently scheduled in a
hybrid format) and NCCN content such as the seminal NCCN Guidelines, NCCN
Compendia, NCCN Global endeavors, and many other programs, and to watch and
participate in NCCN’s continuing education initiatives, visit NCCN.org.
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