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New NCCN Resources for Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphomas 
Empower Patients to Make Informed Treatment Decisions

It is estimated that more than 72,000 people in the 
United States will be diagnosed with non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma (NHL) in 2016.1 The sixth 
leading cancer diagnosis in US men and women,1 
NHL has more than 30 subtypes, each featuring 
unique treatment choices and challenges.2

To further educate people with NHL and empower them to make informed 
treatment decisions for their disease, NCCN, through support of the NCCN Foundation, 
has published the NCCN Guidelines for Patients and NCCN Quick Guide series for 
NHL, specifically for diffuse large B-cell, follicular, mantle cell, and peripheral T-cell 
lymphomas. The NCCN Guidelines for Patients: Diffuse Large B-Cell Lymphoma and 
Follicular Lymphoma are made possible, in part, through generous sponsorship from The 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

These patient reference booklets are part of a larger series of patient education 
materials for NHLs that also includes chronic lymphocytic leukemia, which was 
published earlier this year. NCCN Guidelines for Patients for Mycosis Fungoides is also 
expected to publish soon.

“The goal of the NCCN Foundation is to deliver true insight to people living with the 
challenges and complexities of a cancer diagnosis so they can take an active role in their 
care and the care of their loved ones,” said Marcie R. Reeder, MPH, Executive Director, 
NCCN Foundation. “We are proud to collaborate with The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society to make these resources available for people with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.”

NCCN Guidelines for Patients, translations of the  NCCN Clinical Practice 
Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines), are designed to provide people with cancer 
and their caregivers with state-of-the-art treatment information in easy-to-understand 
language. The NCCN Guidelines are developed by multidisciplinary, volunteer panels 
of experts from the NCCN Member Institutions and feature algorithms that address 
appropriate management options from initial workup through the course of the disease.

NCCN Guidelines for Patients and the NCCN Quick Guide series, abbreviated 
references outlining key points of the NCCN Guidelines for Patients, are written 
according to plain language principles to improve health literacy with clean design and 
formats featuring patient-friendly elements, such as medical illustrations of anatomy, 
tests, and treatments. These resources also feature an expansive glossary of terms and 
acronyms. The NCCN Guidelines for Patients and the NCCN Quick Guide series do 
not replace the expertise and clinical judgment of the physician.

NCCN currently offers NCCN Guidelines for Patients for the breast, colon, 
esophageal, kidney, non–small cell lung, ovarian, pancreatic, and prostate cancers; 
acute lymphocytic leukemia; caring for adolescents and young adults; chronic 
lymphocytic leukemia; chronic myelogenous leukemia; Hodgkin lymphoma; lung 
cancer screening; malignant pleural mesothelioma; melanoma; multiple myeloma; 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma; and soft tissue sarcoma.

To download for free or order the NCCN Guidelines for Patients and NCCN 
Quick Guide series for NHL, visit NCCN.org/patients.
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New NCCN Imaging Appropriate Use Criteria Resources 
Help Assure Patients Receive Best Cancer Care Available
NCCN has published the NCCN Imaging Appropriate Use Criteria (NCCN Imaging 
AUC) to support clinical decision-making around the use of imaging in patients with 
cancer, helping to assure needed and useful imaging while potentially saving patients from 
unneeded or inappropriate imaging.

NCCN Imaging AUC are accessible through the new NCCN Imaging Appropriate 
Use Criteria Compendium (NCCN Imaging AUC Compendium), which provides 
imaging appropriate use criteria in an easy-to-use, single-source derivative product. The 
NCCN Imaging AUC Compendium, a Web-based user interface, provides a searchable 
and user-customized display of approved NCCN Imaging AUC. Complimentary access to 
the NCCN Imaging AUC Compendium is available until 2017 (available at: NCCN.org/
ImagingAUC).

“The launch of the NCCN Imaging AUC furthers our mission to improve the lives 
of people with cancer,” said Robert W. Carlson, MD, Chief Executive Officer, NCCN. 
“This easy-to-use resource, based on the unbiased, expert opinion of NCCN Guidelines 
Panel members, enhances clinical decision-making and helps patients receive the very 
best cancer care possible.”

NCCN Imaging AUC include recommendations pertaining to cancer screening, 
diagnosis, staging, treatment response assessment, follow-up, and surveillance as outlined 
within the library of  NCCN Guidelines. NCCN Imaging AUC include all imaging 
procedures recommended in the NCCN Guidelines, including radiographs, CT scans, 
MRI, functional nuclear medicine imaging (PET, SPECT), and ultrasound.

NCCN Imaging AUC are available for the following guidelines:

• Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia
• Acute Myeloid Leukemia
• Bladder Cancer
• Breast Cancer
• Genetic/Familial High-Risk Assessment: Breast and Ovarian
• Genetic/Familial High-Risk Assessment: Colorectal
• Hodgkin Lymphoma
• Lung Cancer Screening
• Neuroendocrine Tumors
• Pancreatic Adenocarcinoma
• Prostate Cancer
• Prostate Cancer Early Detection

Additional cancer types will be published in the coming months.

The NCCN Guidelines are the recognized standard for clinical policy in cancer 
care and are the most thorough and most frequently updated clinical practice guidelines 
available in any area of medicine. Other NCCN Guidelines derivative products include:

• The  NCCN Drugs & Biologics Compendium  (NCCN Compendium) contains 
authoritative, scientifically derived information designed to support decision-making 
about the appropriate use of drugs and biologics in patients with cancer. The NCCN 
Compendium is recognized by public and private insurers alike, including CMS and 
UnitedHealthcare as an authoritative reference for oncology coverage policy. 

• The NCCN Biomarkers Compendium contains information designed to support 
decision-making around the use of biomarker testing in patients with cancer.

• The  NCCN Chemotherapy Order Templates  (NCCN Templates) include 
chemotherapy, immunotherapy, supportive care agents, monitoring parameters, 
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and safety instructions based directly on recommendations within the NCCN 
Guidelines. Special instructions for self-administered chemotherapeutic agents 
are also provided.

For more information and to access the NCCN AUC Imaging Compendium, 
visit NCCN.org/ImagingAUC.

NCCN Awards Research Grants to Eight Investigators to 
Support Clinical and Preclinical Studies of Mirvetuximab 
Soravtansine in Various Cancers
NCCN  Oncology Research Program  (ORP) has awarded 8 grants to investigators to 
support clinical and preclinical studies of mirvetuximab soravtansine (IMGN853) and 
advance scientific knowledge of its uses in ovarian and other folate receptor alpha (FRα)-
positive cancers.

“This is another of the exciting research projects targeting unique vulnerabilities of 
cancer cells identified through molecular characterization of cancers,” said Robert C. 
Young, MD, Interim Vice President, NCCN ORP. “We are grateful to ImmunoGen for 
their funding of these eight promising studies aimed at targeted therapy in cancers that 
affect millions of women worldwide.”

“We are pleased to provide this funding to NCCN ORP to support preclinical and 
clinical exploration of our FRα-targeted agent mirvetuximab soravtansine,” said Anna 
Berkenblit, MD, Vice President and Chief Medical Officer, ImmunoGen. “NCCN 
and its member institutions share in our mission to develop innovative therapies that 
meaningfully improve the lives of patients and this collaboration will help to further 
advance our understanding of the potential of mirvetuximab soravtansine.”

Mirvetuximab soravtansine (IMGN853) is a potential new treatment for cancers that 
highly express FRα, which include most cases of ovarian cancer and certain endometrial, 
breast, and lung cancers. An antibody-drug conjugate (ADC), mirvetuximab soravtansine 
comprises an ImmunoGen FRα-targeting antibody attached to the company’s potent 
tubulin-acting agent, DM4. The antibody serves to target the compound specifically to 
cancer cells expressing FRα, and the DM4 serves to kill these cells.1

The following clinical studies were awarded funding:

• Kimberly Blackwell, MD, Duke Cancer Institute, “Determining the Clinical 
Efficacy and Predictive Biomarkers of Mirvetuximab Soravtansine (IMGN853) 
in Folate Receptor Alpha (FRA) Expressing, Chemotherapy Refractory Triple 
Negative Breast Cancer (TNBC)”

• Mihaela Cristea, MD, City of Hope Comprehensive Cancer Center, “A Phase 
I, Dose Escalation Safety and Tolerability Study of Mirvetuximab Soravtansine 
and Gemcitabine in Patients with FRα Positiwve Recurrent Ovarian, Primary 
Peritoneal, Fallopian Tube, Endometrial, and Breast Cancer”

• Stacey Moulder, MD, MSCI, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
“Women’s Triple-Negative First-Line Study: A Phase II Trial of Mirvetuximab 
Soravtansine in Patients with Localized Triple-Negative Breast Cancer (TNBC) 
with Tumors Predicted Insensitive to Standard Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy 
(NACT), Including a Lead in Cohort to Establish Activity in Patients with 
Metastatic TNBC”

The following preclinical studies were awarded funding:

• Michael Birrer, MD, PhD,  Massachusetts General Hospital Cancer Center, 
“Mechanisms of Sensitivity and Resistance to Mirvetuximab Soravtansine: 
Ovarian Cancer and Mesothelioma”
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• Analisa DiFeo, PhD, Case Comprehensive Cancer Center/University Hospitals 
Seidman Cancer Center and Cleveland Clinic Taussig Cancer Institute, 
“Identifying Susceptibilities and Candidate Pharmacodynamic Biomarkers for 
Mirvetuximab Soravtansine in High-Grade Ovarian and Endometrial Cancer”

• John Hays, MD, PhD, The Ohio State University Cancer Center – James Cancer 
Hospital and Solove Research Institute, “Regulation of Folate Receptor Alpha 
Expression and Mirvetuximab Soravtansine Sensitivity in Endometrial Cancer 
through Selective Modulation of Estrogen Receptor”

• Albert Craig Lockhart, MD, Siteman Cancer Center at Barnes-Jewish Hospital 
and Washington University School of Medicine, “89Zr-DFO Labeling of M9346A 
to Further Characterize the Biology and Efficacy of Mirvetuximab Soravtansine in 
Animal Models for Future Clinical Applications”

• Yunfei Wen, PhD, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
“Promoting Autophagic Cell Death in High-Grade Serous Ovarian Cancer by 
Mirvetuximab Soravtansine”

The awardees responded to a  Request for Proposals  issued by the ORP to NCCN 
Member Institutions. Submissions were peer reviewed by the NCCN Mirvetuximab 
Soravtansine Scientific Review Committee. The funded concepts were selected based on 
several criteria, including scientific merit, existing data, and the types of studies necessary 
to further evaluate the efficacy of mirvetuximab soravtansine.

The NCCN ORP draws on the expertise of the investigators at the NCCN Member 
Institutions and their affiliates to facilitate all phases of clinical research. This research 
is made possible by collaborations with pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies in 
order to advance therapeutic options for patients with cancer.

For more information about NCCN ORP, visit NCCN.org/ORP.
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New Education Materials From NCCN Empower Patients 
with Rare Lymphoma
Mycosis fungoides is a very rare form of lymphoma affecting approximately 1,000 people 
per year in the United States.  To provide insight for patients with mycosis fungoides 
and ensure they have access to information about their disease, NCCN has published 
the NCCN Guidelines for Patients and NCCN Quick Guide for Mycosis Fungoides, 
completing the series of NCCN Guidelines for Patients: Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphomas 
(NHL). These resources are made possible through funding from the NCCN Foundation.

“As part of a relatively small patient population, people diagnosed with Mycosis 
Fungoides have limited credible resources from which to learn about their disease,” said 
Marcie R. Reeder, MPH, Executive Director, NCCN Foundation. “NCCN Foundation is 
proud to offer these patients and their caregivers educational resources tailored specifically to 
their needs in order to empower them to make informed decisions about their health care.”

NCCN Guidelines for Patients, patient-friendly translations of the NCCN Clinical 
Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines), are easy-to-understand resources 
based on the same clinical practice guidelines used by health care professionals around 
the world to determine the best way to treat a patient with cancer. Each resource 
features unbiased expert guidance from the nation’s leading cancer centers designed 
to help people living with cancer talk with their physicians about the best treatment 
options for their disease. These resources are available free-of-charge at NCCN.org/
patientguidelines. Print versions are available to order on Amazon.com.
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NCCN Guidelines for Patients and NCCN Quick Guide sheets—one-page 
summaries of key points in the patient guidelines—are written in plain language and 
include patient-friendly elements, such as questions to ask your doctor, a glossary of 
terms, and medical illustrations of anatomy, tests, and treatments. NCCN Guidelines 
for Patients and NCCN Quick Guide sheets DO NOT replace the expertise and clinical 
judgment of the clinician.

NCCN currently offers NCCN Guidelines for Patients for the breast, colon, 
esophageal, kidney, non–small cell lung, ovarian, pancreatic, and prostate cancers; acute 
lymphocytic leukemia; caring for adolescents and young adults; chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia; chronic myelogenous leukemia; Hodgkin lymphoma; lung cancer screening; 
malignant pleural mesothelioma; melanoma; multiple myeloma; non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma; and soft tissue sarcoma.

To download the NCCN Guidelines for Patients and NCCN Quick Guide for 
Mycosis Fungoides, visit NCCN.org/patientguidelines.
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