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Guest Editorial

NCCN Welcomes 2 New Member Institutions
Robert W. Carlson, MD
The NCCN Board of Directors and Headquarters staff last year completed a strategic
planning process that culminated in November 2012 with the adoption by the NCCN
Board of Directors of a 5-year Strategic Plan for NCCN. The guiding force behind the
Strategic Plan was our new Mission Statement:
“Our Mission as an alliance of leading cancer centers devoted to patient care, research,
and education is to improve the quality, effectiveness, and efficiency of cancer care so that
patients can live better lives.”
The full strategic plan outlines in detail the NCCN’s framework for furthering
that Mission and will undoubtedly be the subject of future commentaries and articles
in JNCCN as NCCN moves forward.
One of the objectives of the strategic plan is the measured and intentional
expansion in the number of NCCN Member Institutions over the next 5 years. Two
new member institutions that bring substantial strength to NCCN, the University of
Colorado Cancer Center and the University of California San Diego Moores Cancer
Center, were elected to membership by the NCCN Board of Directors in early March.
Both institutions are NCI-designated comprehensive cancer centers, and both have
strong patient care, research, and education programs. Both have strong basic science,
translational, and clinical research programs exceeding $100 million in direct funding.
UC San Diego Moores Cancer Center is the clinical hub for 10 scientific centers in
the San Diego area and has more than 600 biotech companies in their region that
serve to drive new agents to patient care. The University of Colorado Cancer Center
has 9 participating institutions, and the University of Colorado Hospital has been
ranked number 1 nationally for 2 years in a row among academic hospitals for quality
and patient safety. The University of Colorado Cancer Center catchment area has a
large population of Native Americans and UC San Diego Moores Cancer Center has
a large Hispanic population, which bring further ethnic diversity and strength to the
NCCN programs.
Both new Member Institutions were welcomed during the 18th Annual NCCN
Conference in March. All of us at NCCN add our welcome to these 2 new member
institutions, which bring NCCN membership to 23 leading cancer centers that are
defining and advancing high-quality, high-value cancer care.
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